
 

THE CANADIAN ASSOCIATION OF FORCES LINEMEN 
Military C&E Museum, Attn: CAFL NEC, 95 Craftsman Blvd, Kingston, Ontario, K7K 7B4 
Email: caflnec@cafl.org   ·   Website: https://www.cafl.org 

 
 
 
SUBJECT: RETIREMENT - CAPT BLAIR MACKNIGHT 00341-01 (SIGNALS) 
 
1. CAPT MACKNIGHT WILL BE RETIRING FROM THE CANADIAN ARMED FORCES ON THE 
06 JULY 2020 WITH 35 YEARS OF LOYAL AND DEDICATED SERVICE TO CANADA, THE 
CANADIAN ARMED FORCES, THE ROYAL CANADIAN CORPS OF SIGNALS AND THE LINE 
TRADE. 
 
2. CAPT MACKNIGHT ENROLLED IN THE PRIMARY RESERVES IN CAMPBELLTON NEW 
BRUNSWICK AS A RIFLEMAN WITH 2 ROYAL NEW BRUNSWICK REGIMENT (2RNBR) AT 
AGE 18 AND TRANSFERRED TO THE REGULAR FORCE IN 1985. FOLLOWING BASIC 
TRAINING IN CORNWALLIS NS, HE ATTENDED LINEMAN APPRENTICE TRAINING AT THE 
CANADIAN FORCES SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS AT KINGSTON 
ON. 
 
3. OVER THE NEXT 3 DECADES, CAPT MACKNIGHT SERVED AS A LINEMAN WITH 1 ST 
CANADIAN SIGNALS REGIMENT, 1 LINE TROOP, NAVAL RADIO STATION NEWPORT 
CORNERS, 76 COMMUNICATIONS SQUADRON, 2 CANADIAN MECHANIZED BRIGADE 
GROUP HEADQUARTERS & SIGNALS SQUADRON, 79 COMMUNICATIONS REGIMENT, 
CANADIAN FORCES JOINT SIGNAL REGIMENT, AND CANADIAN SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
COMMAND HEADQUARTERS. 
 
4. UPON PROMOTION TO CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER IN 2012, HE WAS POSTED TO 
CANADIAN JOINT OPERATIONS COMMAND HEADQUARTERS AS THE LINE 
COMMUNICATIONS SUPERINTENDENT (LCS). OVER A 2 YEAR PERIOD HE CHAIRED A 
WORKING GROUP OF HIS PEERS RESPONSIBLE TO EVALUATE THE FUTURE OF THE LINE 
TRADE WITHIN THE CANADIAN ARMED FORCES. THIS RESULTED IN THE CREATION OF 
THE FIRST LINE REGIMENT IN THE CANADIAN ARMED FORCES AND HE EVENTUALLY 
BECAME THE FIRST REGIMENTAL SERGEANT MAJOR OF 77 LINE REGIMENT ON 31 MAY 
2016. 
 
5. IN 2018, HE COMMISSIONED TO CAPTAIN AND BECAME THE PLANS OFFICER AND 
EVENTUALLY THE OPERATIONS OFFICER OF 77 LINE REGIMENT UNTIL HIS RETIREMENT 
IN 2020. 
 
6. DURING HIS CAREER, CAPT MACKNIGHT PARTICIPATED ON OPERATIONS, TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE VISITS, EXERCISES AND LINE PROJECTS COAST TO COAST TO COAST IN 
CANADA AND IN LOCATIONS SUCH AS SYRIA, ISRAEL, GERMANY, CROATIA, BOSNIA, 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, AFGHANISTAN AND KUWAIT. 
 
7. CAPT MACKNIGHT IS A PARATROOPER, A PRIVATE PILOT AND A SCUBA DIVER WHO 
ALSO ENJOYS CARPENTRY, FISHING AND HUNTING. HE IS MARRIED TO HIS LOVELY 
WIFE KELLY AND THEY HAVE 4 SONS; DEREK, CONNOR, COREY AND DANNY. 
 
8. UPON RETIREMENT, CAPT MACKNIGHT WILL BE ATTENDING ALGONQUIN COLLEGE IN 
PERTH ON FOR THE NEXT 2 YEARS TO STUDY HERITAGE CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
FOLLOWED BY WINTERS IN MEXICO AND SUMMERS AT THE COTTAGE WITH FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY. 



9. A DWD FUNCTION WILL BE HELD TO HONOR CAPT MACKNIGHT AT THE WO & SGTS 
MESS, IN KINGSTON ONTARIO AT 1200 HRS ON 19 JUNE 2020 AT THE COST OF $20 
(INCLUDE LUNCH & GIFT). PLEASE RSVP BY 12 JUNE 2020 TO MWO RICK COOPER AT 613-
541-5010 EXT: 3570 OR EMAIL (RICK.COOPER@FORCES.GC.CA) 
 
10. CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES, ANECDOTES, STORIES AND PHOTOS ARE WELCOME 
AND MAY BE SENT TO MWO RICK COOPER BY EMAIL (RICK.COOPER@FORCES.GC.CA). 
 
 

END OF ENGLISH TEXT, LE TEXTE EN FRANCAIS SUIT: 
  



OBJET: DEPART A LA RETRAITE - CAPT BLAIR MACKNIGHT 00341-01 
(TRANSMISSIONS) 
 
1. LE 6 JUILLET 2020, LE CAPITAINE (CAPT) MACKNIGHT PRENDRA SA RETRAITE DES 
FORCES ARMEES CANADIENNES (FAC) APRES 35 ANS DE BONS ET LOYAUX SERVICES 
RENDUS AU CANADA, AUX FAC, AU CORPS DES TRANSMISSIONS ROYAL DU CANADA 
(CTRC) ET A LA PROFESSION DE POSEUR DE LIGNES. 
 
2. A L AGE DE 18 ANS, LE CAPT MACKNIGHT S ENROLE DANS LA PREMIERE RESERVE, A 
CAMPBELLTON, AU NOUVEAU-BRUNSWICK, EN TANT QUE CARABINIER AU SEIN DU 2E 
BATAILLON, THE ROYAL NEW BRUNSWICK REGIMENT (NORTH SHORE) (2 RNBR). EN 
1985, IL EST TRANSFERE A LA FORCE REGULIERE. A LA SUITE DE L INSTRUCTION DE 
BASE A CORNWALLIS, EN NOUVELLE-ECOSSE, IL SUIT L INSTRUCTION D APPRENTI 
POSEUR DE LIGNES A L ECOLE D ELECTRONIQUE ET DES COMMUNICATIONS DES 
FORCES CANADIENNES (EECFC), A KINGSTON, EN ONTARIO. 
 
3. AU COURS DES TROIS DECENNIES SUIVANTES, LE CAPT MACKNIGHT EXERCE LES 
FONCTIONS DE POSEUR DE LIGNES AU SEIN DU 1ER REGIMENT DES TRANSMISSIONS DU 
CANADA, DE LA 1RE TROUPE DE POSEURS DE LIGNES, DE LA STATION RADIO NAVALE 
DE NEWPORT CORNERS, DU 76E ESCADRON DES COMMUNICATIONS, DU QUARTIER 
GENERAL ET DE L ESCADRON DES TRANSMISSIONS DU 2E GROUPE-BRIGADE MECANISE 
DU CANADA, DU 79E REGIMENT DES COMMUNICATIONS, DU REGIMENT DES 
TRANSMISSIONS INTERARMEES DES FORCES CANADIENNES ET DU QUARTIER GENERAL 
DU COMMANDEMENT DES FORCES D OPERATIONS SPECIALES DU CANADA. 
 
4. EN 2012, A LA SUITE DE SA PROMOTION AU GRADE D ADJUDANT-CHEF, LE CAPT 
MACKNIGHT EST AFFECTE AU QUARTIER GENERAL DU COMMANDEMENT DES 
OPERATIONS INTERARMEES DU CANADA EN TANT QUE SURVEILLANT DES LIGNES DE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS. PENDANT DEUX ANS, IL PRESIDE UN GROUPE DE TRAVAIL 
FORME DE SES PAIRS DONT LE MANDAT EST D EVALUER LE FUTUR DU GROUPE 
PROFESSIONNEL DES POSEURS DE LIGNES AU SEIN DES FAC. LE TRAVAIL DE CE GROUPE 
DE TRAVAIL DONNE LIEU A LA CREATION DU PREMIER REGIMENT DES LIGNES, ET LE 31 
MAI 2016, LE CAPT MACKNIGHT DEVIENT LE PREMIER SERGENT-MAJOR REGIMENTAIRE 
(SMR) DU 77E REGIMENT DE LIGNES. 
 
5. EN 2018, IL EST PROMU AU GRADE DE CAPITAINE; IL OCCUPE LE POSTE D OFFICIER 
DES PLANS ET, PAR LA SUITE, CELUI D OFFICIER DES OPERATIONS AU SEIN DU 77E 
REGIMENT DE LIGNES JUSQU A SON DEPART A LA RETRAITE EN 2020. 
 
6. DURANT SA CARRIERE, LE CAPT MACKNIGHT A PARTICIPE A DES OPERATIONS, A DES 
VISITES D AIDE TECHNIQUE, A DES EXERCICES ET A DES PROJETS DE LIGNES D UN BOUT 
A L AUTRE DU PAYS AINSI QUE DANS D AUTRES PAYS COMME EN SYRIE, EN ISRAEL, EN 
CROATIE, EN BOSNIE, AUX EMIRATS ARABES, EN AFGHANISTAN ET AU KOWEIT. 
 
7. LE CAPT MACKNIGHT EST UN PARACHUTISTE, UN PILOTE PRIVE ET UN PLONGEUR 
AUTONOME QUI AIME EGALEMENT LA MENUISERIE, LA PECHE ET LA CHASSE. IL 
PARTAGE SA VIE AVEC SA CHARMANTE EPOUSE, KELLY. LE COUPLE A QUATRE FILS: 
DEREK, CONNOR, COREY ET DANNY. 
 
8. APRES SON DEPART A LA RETRAITE, LE CAPT MACKNIGHT ETUDIERA LA MENUISERIE 
ET LA CHARPENTERIE TRADITIONNELLES PENDANT DEUX ANS AU COLLEGE 



ALGONQUIN, A PERTH, EN ONTARIO. IL PASSERA SES HIVERS AU MEXIQUE ET SES ETES 
AU CHALET EN COMPAGNIE DE SA FAMILLE ET DE SES AMIS. 
 
9. UNE CEREMONIE DE DEPART DANS LA DIGNITE AURA LIEU EN L HONNEUR DU CAPT 
MACKNIGHT AU MESS DES ADJUDANTS ET DES SERGENTS, A KINGSTON, EN ONTARIO, 
LE 19 JUIN 2020, A MIDI AU COUT DE 20$ (INCLUANT LE REPAS ET LE CADEAU). SVP 
VEUILLEZ RESERVER AVANT LE 12 JUIN 2020 A L ADJUM RICK COOPER AU 613-541-5010 
EXT: 3570 OU PAR COURRIEL (RICK.COOPER@FORCES.GC.CA) 
 
10. PRIERE DE TRANSMETTRE LES MESSAGES DE FELICITATIONS, LES ANECDOTES, LES 
HISTOIRES AINSI QUE LES PHOTOS A L ADJUM RICK COOPER PAR COURRIEL 
(RICK.COOPER@FORCES.GC.CA). 


